GREAT   MURDER    TRIALS

awful history of his acquaintanceship with poor Emily
Kaye, who was starved of romance: he was yellow.

"Man of Prey" the press called him, while giving
attention to the fact that his previous record was never
revealed in Court until after the death sentence, to the
astonishment of the Judicial Observer from America.
They called him the most remarkable criminal who had
ever stood in an English dock, but when Curtis-Bennett,
after the failure of the appeal, at which he was not called
upon to argue, and the execution in September, looked
back upon his own part in the trial of Patrick Mahon,
he thought of him only with loathing as the most callous
and brutal murderer he had ever known.

One last macabre detail marked the final moment of
Mahon's existence. He was " doubly hanged.35 It seemed
that he had a certain amount of knowledge of the pro-
cedure of the executioner. He knew that his feet must
stand within two chalk marks as the rope was adjusted
round his neck. He knew that immediately after the
fixing of the hood, the executioner would move swiftly
to a lever and cause the platform on which he stood to
swing away from under him. As he sensed that Pierre-
point moved to the lever, Mahon jerked his bound feet
forward in a wild attempt to place them on the stationary
part of the platform. At that moment the lever was
pulled and his body swung back, the base of the spine
striking with terrific force against the sharp edge of the
platform. That blow killed him, and half a second later
the spine was again broken at the neck by the jerk of the
rope.

Now Sir Henry's evenings were occupied with a new
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